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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 . Claims 35-40 remain withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filed on April 24, 2006. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-10, 12, 14-16, 18, 21-23, 31, and 33-34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ishii etal. (US 5,156,713). 

Ishii et al. is applied for the same reasons as set forth in the last office action. As 
to the new requirement in claim 1 that the belt building drum device be structured and 
arranged to move across the first production line (and between the other drums), as 
noted in the last office action (relevant to the similar requirement previously present in 
claims 31 and 34), the belt drum is movable across the line (K) to a transfer position. 
Applicant has argued that "ISHII does not disclose or suggest that the movable belt 
building drum device 220 is movable across the axis K " (emphasis in original) and that 
such movement is prevented by transfer means 224. This argument has been carefully 
considered but is unpersuasive. In particular, prior to movement of the drum 220 across 
the axis K, the transfer means is rotated 90 degrees around "M" from its position 
illustrated in fig. 14 to what is described as the "first position" (col. 15, lines 43-47) in 
which the axis of the transfer means 224 is coaxial with the axis "L". Such would 
therefore allow and in fact require that the drum 220 cross the axis K in order to be 
surrounded by the transfer means 224 so that the built belt can then be transferred to 



Application/Control Number: 10/776,269 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1733 

the transfer means, it being stressed that the transfer means 224 is of course a hollow 
ring that would be adapted to surround the drum 220. In other words, in order to 
transfer the belt assembly, the drum 220 will move to a position such that it is 
surrounded by the transfer means and bisected by the axis K and in order to be 
bisected by axis K, it must have crossed this axis. Nothing in the present claims 
requires anything more than this. This apparatus is therefore again considered to 
clearly anticipate the noted claims. 

4. Claims 17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ishii et al. (US 5,156,713) as applied in the last office action. 

5. Claims 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ishii et al. (US 5,156,713) as applied above, and further in view of at least one of [Riggs 
(US 4,304,619) and Alexander (US 4,204,903)] as applied in the last office action. 

6. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ishii et 
al. (US 5,156,713) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of at least one of [DE 
19918523 to Continental and Habert (US 3,888,720 - newly cited)] 

As to claim 13, Ishii et al. only schematically discloses a single building (referred 
to as "coating" in the claims) position for the belt building drum. It however is well 
known in this art that when building a tire belt assembly, it is common to move the belt 
drum among several position for application of the several layers to the drum - DE 
19918523 (a machine translation of the specification for this reference is included with 
this office action - note belt drum 14 movable between positions 16 and 17) and Habert 
(note esp. drum 130 in fig. 1 movable between positions A-A, B-B, C-C) are exemplary 
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of this well known building expedient. To adopt plural building positions for the belt 
building in which the drum moves between positions in Ishii et al. would therefore have 
been an obvious belt building expedient, advantages in terms of avoiding plural servicer 
interference by spreading the assembly among plural positions being considered to 
have been readily apparent. 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 10-1 1-2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive at least as regards the remaining rejections. 

The previous 35 (JSC 112 rejections have however been withdrawn in view of 
applicant's response. The prior art rejections will be maintained, the arguments with 
respect thereto being answered within the statement of rejection above. Also, it is noted 
that a new ground of rejection has been applied against claim 13 and as such, this 
office action has not been made final. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey L. Knable whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1220. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 



system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Geoffrey L. Knable 
Primary Examiner 
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G. Knable 
December 23, 2006 



